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WHAT IS A “©”?

Indicates that someone has claimed
copyrights.

Alerts others who want to use the
content that the content is
copyrighted.

“©” has no legal significance.

However, absence of a “©” would be
taken into consideration in time of an
infringement case.

COMMON LABELS
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INTRODUCTION

A brief history:

• The first licensing act was passed in 1662.

The British King was concerned with the unfair
copying of books.

• The first official copyright law came into forced
in 1709.

Named after Queen Anne who was in reign at that
time.

• Internationally, the Berne Convention in
1887 decreed the scope of Copyright
protection that is still in force till this day.

TODAY…

The DIGITAL MILLENNIUM ACT of
1998

• Governs the copyright of online intellectual
property.

Enforces Digital Rights Management.

Gives creators the rights to control
access to the works they own.

Officially legislated on the 28th of
October 2000.
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IN SINGAPORE

Local copyright laws are also
governed

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
OFFICE OF SINGAPORE

WHY IS COPYRIGHT SO

IMPORTANT?

The main purpose is that it
ultimately benefits the public by
promoting the progress of science
and useful arts.
• In other words, for learning and

knowledge.

Also to allow the creators to exploit their creations for
monetary gain.
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WHY IS COPYRIGHT SO

IMPORTANT?

CREATORS

• Lets creators
benefit financially
from their works.

• Monetary gains give
creators incentive
to continue
producing new
works

PUBLIC

• Creators continuing
to produce new
works which they
may not have
without the
copyright law

• Creations are freely
usable by the public
once the limited
time has passed.

WHAT EXACTLY ARE

COPYRIGHTS?

An set of
exclusive rights
regulating the use
of a particular
expression of an

idea or information
for a limited time.
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WHO DOES COPYRIGHT

PROTECT?

Copyright laws are grant the
content creator exclusive rights to

1. Reproduce

2. Distribute

3. Alter

4. Perform

5. Display

… the work publicly.

Not just anyone who has access to
it.

WHAT DOES COPYRIGHT

PROTECT?

1. Published or
unpublished literary,
scientific and artistic
works.

2. Choreographic works
(e.g. Dances, Ballet,
etc)

3. Film

4. Sound recordings

5. Radio and television
broadcasts
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WHAT DOES COPYRIGHT

PROTECT?

It protects any form of expression
provided these works are fixed in a
tangible or material form.

In other words, if you can see it,
hear it and/or touch it – It may be
protected.

TIME FRAME

The Berne Convention establishes a
general and minimum period that
lasts the lifetime of the creator and
50 years after the creator’s death.

For cinematic and photographic
works have a minimum period of 50
or 25 years of protection upon the
date of creation.
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SINGAPORE TIME FRAME…

Literary Works
• Lifetime of author + 70 years after author’s death

Published editions of literary works
• 25 years from the end of the year that the work was

published.

Sound Recording and Film
• 70 years from the end of the year of release of the

sound recording or film.

Television Broadcasts
• 50 years from the end of the year the program was

produced.

Performances
• 70 years from the end of the year of the performance.

COPYRIGHTS DOES NOT,

HOWEVER PROTECT…

1. The actual idea

2. Concepts

3. Facts

4. Styles

5. Techniques

…that may have been embodied in
or represented by the copyrighted
work.
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Copyright Exemptions

Private Usage
• Private, non-commercial usage is allowed

Private Copying
• Depends on content copied.

• Books are not allowed to be photocopied entirely.

• Songs can be burnt from CDs for personal pleasure.

• Mixed-CDs for private use or one-off gifts are likely to
be allowed, depending on contents.

Copyright Exemptions

Education
• Copyright material in a face-to-face setting is allowed as

long as the copy is lawfully obtained.

• Allowed in digital format as long as only enrolled
students are able to access.

Libraries and Archives
• No more than one copy of a work is allowed to be made

provided that it is not for commercial use, open to public
and includes a copyright notice.

• No more than three copies of a work is allowed to be
made for preservation, research use and replacement
purposes.
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Copyright Exemptions

First Sale
• Once purchased, user is allowed to do anything with the

copyrighted product, besides making copies and
displaying it publicly.

• Second-hand book stores, libraries.

Reverse Engineering
• Taking an item, examining how it works and recreating

another item that does the same function or is able to
complement the original product.

• E.g. OpenOffice.org

Copyright Exemptions

Time Shifting
• U.S. Supreme Court held that the sale of VCR's did not

contribute to copyright infringement because taping a
televised event to watch at a later time was not an
infringing activity. (Song Corp. of America vs. Universal
City, 1984)

• Commercial usage of recorded material would be against
the law.

• E.g. Recording a show for future
     leisure at home is legal. But
     recording a show to be made
     into many copies for sale
     (piracy) is illegal.
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Copyright Exemptions

Space Shifting
• Converting media from one format to another.

• E.g. Storing songs from a CD in a computer

• Companies producing MP3 players are
operating within copyright laws as it allows the
user to listen to files from his own computer
for his own leisure.

• E.g. iPod

Copyright Exemptions

Parody and Satire

• Considered legal as it comes under the
fair use doctrine. (free speech in the
form of criticism)

• E.g. Scary Movie, Shrek & MAD
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Copyright Exemptions

Fair Use

• According to the U.S. Copyright Office,
reproduction of a particular work may be
considered “fair” if used for a list of purposes,
such as:

criticism

comment

news reporting

teaching

scholarship

research.

There are also four factors in determining
whether or not a particular use is fair:

• the purpose and character of the use. (E.g.
Commercial nature or nonprofit educational
purposes)

• the nature of the copyrighted work

• amount and substantiality of the portion used
in relation to the copyrighted work as a whole

• the effect of the use upon the potential market
for or value of the copyrighted work
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Examples:
• Usage of a copyrighted work for non-

commercial purposes is more likely to be fair
than use for commercial purposes; Education.

• Use of a work that is factually based is more
likely to be fair than use of a work that is
highly creative; Scientific works.

• Using a small part of a work is more likely to
be fair than use of the entire work; Excerpts
from any literary work.

• Fair use should not have a great effect on the
market for the original work; Samples.

Copyright Misconceptions

“If there is no copyright notice on the work, or if
it is not registered with the Copyright Office, it is
open for use”

• Since the U.S. signed the Berne Convention, placing a
copyright notice on a work is no longer a requirement
for receiving protection.

• Copyright protection begins automatically as soon as the
creator fixes the work in a tangible medium.

• As long as anything is created, it is

   safe to assume that it is copyrighted.
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Copyright Misconceptions

“If I don't charge for making a copy
(or if I'm sharing online), I am not
infringing.”

• Common misconception about fair use.
Though if you do not sell a duplicate,
but give it away, it still infringes
copyright law.

Copyright Misconceptions

“If I place a disclaimer on my website or in with
my shared files, I will be protected from an
infringement suit.”

• These are just empty claims that are meant to give the
person a false sense of security.

• Unless given permission by copyright owners, no fanciful
disclaimer is going to grant immunity.

• E.g. A store posts a sign saying "not responsible for
accidents." If a customer is injured in the store, and the
injury is a result of negligence on the part of the store
or its employees, the store will get sued and the sign
does not apply. The store cannot preempt a lawsuit by
an injured party simply by putting up a sign.
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Copyright Misconceptions

“I'm safe in using a work without
permission, then removing it if the owner
complains”

• It is exactly the same as “I’m fine fooling
around even if I’m married, then abandoning
the mistress when she gets pregnant.”

• Removing the infringing content does not
negate the fact that you infringed in the first
place.

PIRACY
Does sharing means caring?
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Did you know… the origins of Piracy?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the
first instance of the word's use was in 1603,
when Thomas Dekker wrote in his Wonderfull
Yeare, "Banish these Word-pirates (you sacred
mistresses of learning) into the gulfe of
Barbarisme."

He was referring to publishers who printed and
sold duplicates of others' works, thus
making a profit without needing to pay
royalties to the author.
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Let’s look at some definitions…

Piracy: The unauthorized duplication of goods protected by
intellectual property law. (Harvard Law School)

Copyright Infringement: Occurs when a copyrighted
work is reproduced, distributed, performed, publicly
displayed, or made into a derivative work without the
permission of the copyright owner. (U.S. Copyright Office)

File Sharing: The act of making files on one computer
accessible to others on a network. (Microsoft)

Peer-to-Peer (P2P): A network that relies on computing
power at the edges (ends) of a connection rather than in
the network itself. P2P networks are used for sharing
content like audio, video, data or anything in digital format.
(Wikipedia)

Common P2P Applications

Napster

Kazaa

Morpheus

eMule

Limewire

Bittorrent
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Common Types of Digital Piracy

Music

Motion Pictures

Software

Games

E-Books

Piracy in the United States

Criminal penalties for copyright infringement include:

A fine of not more than $500,000 or imprisonment for
not more than five years, or both, for the first offense.

A fine of not more than $1 million and imprisonment
for not more than 10 years, or both, for repeated
offenses.
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Piracy in the United States

Most Americans regard the illegal downloading and distributing
Hollywood movies as something on par with minor parking
offenses.
40 percent of Americans agreed that downloading copyrighted
movies on the Internet was a "very serious offense” but 78 percent
who said shoplifting a DVD from the local video store was a very
serious offense.
Most people perceive celebrities and studios to be rich already
and as a result don't think of movie downloading as a big deal.

Piracy in Singapore
According to the Recording Industry Association
(Singapore), the law in Singapore provides that the
making, importation, distribution or sale of such
unauthorized copies is a violation of the Copyright Act. Any
person found guilty of such an offence is liable to a
maximum fine of $10,000 per article and/or a
maximum jail term of 5 years.

• November 2005: 33 new

cases of illegal music

downloading referred to Police.

• October 2006: Police raid 7

homes to track down illegal

downloading of songs.
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Music Piracy

More than 60 million Americans have downloaded music.

Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) claims that
music files distributed online using P2P software costs the music
industry $4.2 billion worldwide.

Critics of the RIAA believe that the trading of songs over P2P
actually increases new artists' exposure and audiences, which
increases sales. They also believe that file sharing has no
significant effect on purchases of the average album.

Music Piracy in U.S & Canada
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Motion Picture Piracy

Motion Picture
Association of America
(MPAA) claims that
the worldwide motion
picture industry,
including foreign and
domestic producers,
distributors, theaters,
video stores and pay-
per-view operators
lost $18.2 billion in
2005 as a result of
piracy.

Critics claims that
video sales are up
10%.
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So, why is illegal file sharing still so popular?

Speed - Increased availability of broadband
Internet access in many countries worldwide,
reducing time for data transfers.

Accessibility - Physical distance is largely
irrelevant in file sharing, individuals from
virtually every country in the world participate.

Non-rivalrous - The original owner retains his
copy of a downloaded file.

Low cost – File sharing via P2P networks is
mostly free.

So, whose side are you on?

Copyright owners who believe that file
sharing is harming the creative industries
and economy

Or

Critics who believe that file sharing
increases exposure and it is only fair to
consumers to “try before they buy”?
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REMIX CULTURE
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A Rights Nightmare

Two DJs remixed an album,
American Idiot, by the band Green
Day.

Songs from various artists were
remixed into the album.

American Edit Album.

This album was posted on
cyberspace for free.

According to Australian lawyers from
the Queensland University of
technology, “we now inhabit a ‘remix
culture’, a culture which is dominated
by amateur creators – creators who
are no longer willing to be passive
recipients of content.”
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“Instead, they are demanding a
much broader right, a right to mash-
up and remix material – to take on
the role of producers – to cut, paste,
sample of jam with content, in order
to produce something which is
distinctive of their own social and
creative innovation.”

QUESTION

Should people be able to access
works to create something else?

If possible…

What rights do the content creators
of the work have?
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Copyright Infringement

An issue for…

Websites – where two or three
website information is taken to start
a new site.

Music

Websites

The ‘Free Content’ Movement

Creative Commons, Adelphi Charter,
Open Source Software and Open
Journal.

Here to improve creativity and
innovation.
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Creative Commons (CC)

Movement

Focuses on copyright.

Provides legal forms that allow creators to
state how their work can be used.

Example, non-commercial purposes.

“But its actually a movement that allows
creators to decide how much of their
information can be made public and gives
them an opportunity to make it more
available than what the copyright
legislation outlines.” Jessica Coates writes.

Free is not Fair

What do content creators gain?

According to Simon Lake, “there’s a
certain arrogance in believing you
can do whatever you want to
someone else’s output.”

According to Jim Moynihan,
“Copyright forces them to be more
creative.”
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The Future

Amended copyright act.

Consumers will be able to tape their
favorite episode, download a track
from a CD to be put into their MP3
without infringing on copyright.

Creating music, video or online
content from unauthorized samples
or mash-ups is still illegal.

Mickey Mouse

Born on Sunday in April 1900.

Pieces that formed Mickey Mouse.

Casey Jones

(1909)

Steamboat Bill

(1910)

Steamboat Bill, Jr

(1928)

Steamboat Willie
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Lessig wrote, Walt Disney, “ripped
creativity from the culture around
him, mixed that creativity with his
own extraordinary talent, and then
burned that mix into the soul of his
culture.”

Disney benefited from the works of
others.

The End



30

Any Questions?


